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From November 24th, 1969 NBC NEWS Coverage of the Apollo 12 splashdown. 


e Coverage runs from 3:54 P.M E.T - 5:54 P.M E.T 
e Splashdown occurred at 3:58:24 P.M E.T in the South Pacific. 


Apollo 12 Crew: 

Commander: Charles "Pete" Conrad Jr. 
Command Module Pilot: Richard F. Gordon Jr. 
Lunar Module Pilot: Alan L. Bean 
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[Music] i believe one of the recovery helicopters has established contact with them [Music] two and a half 
minutes their flight should be over of the command module coming down in a big patch of clear sky directly 
ahead of the bow of the hornet there's the module itself suspended under those big 83 foot diameter 
parachutes they are international orange and white in color and we can see those colors clearly from the 
flight deck of the hornet peter this is probably the most spectacular view of a of an entry that we have seen 
the ship now has speeded up to 18 knots heading toward the splashdown area 
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the splashdown area the capsule having disappeared momentarily from view in the clouds but that uh first 
couple of seconds was certainly spectacular and a shout went up here aboard ship this is the thing that 
they've been uh looking forward and rehearsing for for the last three weeks some of them of course have 
been out before on the same type of mission when they were picking up the astronauts from apollo 11. there 
is a possibility of course that when it lands on the water the spacecraft may tip over this is what they call 
stable two position it is no cause for alarm it has happened before now again we see a beautiful picture of 
the descending spacecraft with its three parachutes in the morning sun here in mid-pacific we couldn't ask 
for a better view if we're lucky we will also be close enough to get a good picture of the splashdown which 
now is about under two or three minutes away the astronauts have just made a radio report they say all is 
okay all is okay the first astronaut radio report received here aboard chip where's gary gary the helicopters 
are on station in position we will be seeing them very shortly and the operation for recovery which is very 
complicated but very much rehearsed one of the helicopter pilots told me he thought he could do it in his 
sleep they've gone over it so many times and they have done it in the darkness they've done it in rough seas 
calm seas so they really should be able to do it there you see splashdown apollo 12 has ended its flight to 
the moon and has returned to the mid-pacific now it's up to the ship to speed up as 
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now it's up to the ship to speed up as we said there's a short uh a brief sprinkle of showers here aboard ship 
this was forecast this will be no problem i'm sure hello al are you going to keep this michael now is in stable 
two that is to say it has tipped nose over now within the next five or eight minutes there will be no radio 
contact with the spacecraft because of the fact that with its nose over its antenna is underwater as well this is 
nothing really alarming it has happened on three of the apollo landings apollo 7 8 and 11 apollo 9 and 10 
were on uh landed and stayed upright the recovery helicopter now reports it is on station [Music] with apex 
up that's the helicopter oh 
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okay is if the helicopter does grapple the lines the shroud of the shoots why it will attach a raft to one end of 
the line and then a whale boat will probably go out from the ship to pick up the chutes we have not seen the 
shroud of the apex coming down the forward heat shield it too should have parachuted down but i did not 
see it i wonder charles if they will put the whale boat over in today's rather high seas i don't know it was used 
in most of the recovery exercises coming down from honolulu except the last one when seas were similar to 
what they are now hello peter we've received word that we the command module is riding itself now uh it 
may be getting some help from these swells out there which are running about seven feet it is now two anda 
half miles away from us and the skipper of the ship will be picking up speed from about 12 to 25 knots and 
he will be making a u-turn he'll be going almost a circle at an angle of about 270 degrees so that he can 
come around upwind of the command module and have it off his port side we hear now that the dye marker 
is on the water this is a great uh aid to the 
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this is a great uh aid to the helicopter pilots as they come in we also hear that a smoke light which is a sort of 
smoke indicator has been dropped to the water by one of the helicopters this is a uh another important aid it 
tells the helicopter pilots uh it tells the swimmers and incidentally tells the captain of this ship uh which way 
the wind is blowing and how fast the smoke light is the very first operation as a matter of fact on the water 
helicopter to get there the spacecraft uh feeder let me interrupt is now stable one the bridge has just 
announced we saw it lying on what i thought was its side no no we can see it now the apex of the spacecraft 
riding the waves out there a beautiful sight so we should have communications again actually what we see 
and what we will be seeing from time to time is what appears to be the spacecraft either under water or 
almost underwater i believe those are balloons on the apex of the spacecraft peter yes i believe they are 
charles astronauts now we are advised that recovery heli helicopter number 66 will attempt to snag the 
parachutes before they are lost as i said they were ejected moments after splashdown these helicopters are 
equipped with a small grappling hooks to try to recover the parachutes and if they are if they're successful 
which they usually are not they entangle the grappling hooks and then attach the other end of it onto a one- 
man life raft let it float there so that a few minutes from now they can go by and the swimmers will help 
recover them the nasa experts would like very much to get back the uh parachutes 
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the uh parachutes to see what damage if any has been done there's some thought that the venting of the 
spacecraft fuel which is very caustic on the way down may have produced some holes in the fabric and they 
want to find that out and study it very soon we should be seeing swim helicopter number one with the 
numerals 310 on the side that is the helicopter that contains the number one recovery swim team here a 
team that will probably be designated to drop and recover the astronauts as soon as it moves into position 
why a man will drop out a swimmer named bill posey from california will drop out and attach a sea anchor 
and then he'll be followed by two other men and they will do most of the recovery work down there you will 
you will be able to tell when this helicopter is ready to drop its first swimmer it will descend from a position of 
about 50 feet above the water quite low just over the water about 10 feet high move in slowly just downwind 
of the command module and you will see a man in full scuba gear drop out now to determine the wind 
positions for yourselves keep an eye on the smoke light watch the smoke because that is what the helicopter 


pilots and the ship the ship's command are watching the first man out will be uh setting forth a what's called a 
sea anchor it is made of nylon material shaped like a small parachute or umbrella but it has a hole in the top 
and a line is attached at the widest part which is eight feet in diameter which is then secured to a pad eye on 
the command module so that as it's pulled through the water by the drifting command module the underwater 
resistance of the sea anchor fabric tends to hold it back 
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it back hence the name sea anchor this is a vital part today because of the fact that the wind is so strong 
which causes in part the heavy seas the uh pull of the anchor as it's dragged along underwater by the 
command module slows its drift down to about half of what it was uh if we did not have that c anchor which 
will be shortly attached the command module would probably be drifting faster than the swimmers could 
catch up to it we then advise that swim helicopter number one is now ready to deploy its first swimmer and 
the astronauts say they are ready to receive that swimmer they are ready to get off the ocean the command 
module is just off the starboard side of the ship now we're still moving along we'll get a little further away from 
it and the ship will make a u-turn as i said and swing back around and we should pull within oh about 400 or 
500 yards of it we will have a very good picture i would imagine peter the c anchor i understand cuts the drift 
of the command module by more than 50 percent now that module drifts along at about 10 of the wind 
velocity so with winds of up to 22 miles an hour out there right now we would have a drift rate of 2.2 miles an 
hour without the sea anchor which would be too fast for one of the swimmers to stay abreast of the anchor 
will cut that drip dick gordon just reported to mission control that they're ready to receive the first swimmer 
and passed up the word everybody's okay just to make sure that it does not get away from them give you an 
idea of how the operation is 
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give you an idea of how the operation is full of redundancies and backups the helicopters today are carrying 
no less than eight c anchors just in case and if the wind is too strong they have a special rig which allows 
them to attach two sea anchors all right we have a slim helicopter going in low and we should be getting a 
drop quite soon now that helicopter will descend as i said to about 10 feet and a man will emerge with full 
scuba gear on wearing one tank it's down just above the water now almost ready going in at about 10 knots 
just downwind of the module there he goes the swimmer was the swimmer was bill posing he's a californian 
peter he's a member of the underwater demolition team number 13 that is rotor wash from the rotors of the 
helicopters is something of a hindrance to this particularly on the day so the helicopters stay clear as best 
they can they come in and drop whatever is necessary or pick up what's necessary and then move away just 
enough so that 
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and then move away just enough so that the rotor wash is clear of the swimmers and the spacecraft the first 
operation as we said is the attachment of this sea anchor the collar the flotation collar now in its folded up 
deflated position in a bag has also been dropped and is now being attached or being worked toward the 
command module actually by our monitors here and being able to overhear the conversation mission control 
we can sometimes hear and see things that our men aboard the carrier cannot there are actually three 
swimmers in the ra in the water in addition to uh posey whose name they gave you they are william c 
robertson and r.l nash so we have three swimmers in the water at the present time and let's see if we can 
pick up the helicopter pilot the rotation collar is pulled out one side at a time and uh around with a bunge with 
bungee lines two air bottles will inflate it this is a process familiar to all of you who watch the previous 
recovery operations the attaching of a large floatation collar or inflated inflatable device to help hold the 
spacecraft all right 
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[Music] i don't want them [Music] out in a little while you'll see essentially a repetition of the procedures they 
went through with apollo 11. [Applause] word again is that they are proceeding normally some of the 
swimmers will have to um pass in some special garments to the crew inside part of their um quarantine 
process there'll be a little scrubbing going on to disinfect them as it were well there's no evidence so far that 
they've been infected the special suits they'll be handed this time uh vary considerably from those that were 
used on the first landing after a moon trip much simpler and we're told much easier to get into and out off 
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swimmer foreign or the for getting a running commentary here from the helicopter pilot saying i'm about 
ready to drop off one rap these two have been redesigned so they don't tip over as easily and also easily in 
the blast from the rotors of the helicopter or from the seas the first of three rafts will be deployed very shortly 
oh 
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and one raft has been dropped stability is approximately 15 degrees with the exception of the passage of the 
crest that each time it increases to about 25 degrees uh modulus writing in a very stable condition number 
one is inflated and is being secured to the command module i'm not sure how much of this you can 
understand uh he said the raft had been inflated and is being attached to the command module and they're 
signaling for the second round number two standing by the backup position and there goes the second route 
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is yankee clipper for 10 days a space worthy vessel now proving to be a seaworthy vessel we're standing 
back that is frank these beautiful pictures we're getting from the pacific are the result of um a landing that ties 
a record for accuracy a record a tie of a record for accuracy and landing there they landed two and a half 
miles from the carrier yeah apollo 8 landed two and a half miles from the carrier but apollo 11 was 11 miles 
and apollo 10 was five miles so that's why we're getting these beautiful pictures they're very close this is as 
close as they've ever been we still don't know how close they were to the impact point do we i haven't heard 
that was in relation to the carrier they were obviously very tether close will be hit uh hooked to the c anchor 
ring [Music] 
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all right [Music] one you can see the raft with two of the swimmers on it the other swimmers standing on the 
raft near the command module itself [Applause] is and the last word we had on how they're faring inside that 
bobbing command module is that everybody's okay they're all navy men and probably wouldn't complain 
about the seas in any [Applause] event uh oh and the last swimmer to get uh drop into the water was the 
was the man who will uh take part in these decontamination 
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processes and he's ready for his equipment now the last swimmer in was a decontamination swimmer a 
lieutenant junior grade ernest lee janke lieutenant janke is 26 years old from greenwich connecticut [Music] 
oh [Music] three swimmers i believe it was peter hackers mentioning earlier they've rehearsed this many 
times each man has his assignment he knows what sure he's supposed to perform and at the present time 
they have three of them upwind from the command module and one at the command module [Music] 
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approximately 15 degrees [Music] a given point uh the apollo 12 crew will open the hatch and receive flight 
coveralls and face masks from the decontamination swimmer who will be standing on the flotation collar the 
decontamination swimmer again is lieutenant janky is still very gold in color [Music] i broke down my 


transmitter [Music] command module those three things that look like balloons on top are in effect that when 
it came in with the narrow end underwater they inflated and since they're attached to the narrow end they 
rose to the surface and brought the narrow end to the top with them and uprighted the command 


00:32:12 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=AOwb_4yk-zM&t=1932s 





helicopter 66 has gone in and you can see the billy pewnett descending to the number two life raft now 
containing the decontamination equipment fresh air tanks underwater cameras coveralls and respirators for 
the astronauts probably because of the heavy wind the high wind the the swimmers will choose to uh sever 
the the basket from the from the line until they have been able to unload this basket then send it back up the 
same basket will be used to bring up the astronauts quite soon now helicopter 66 which will be used to 
[Music] total modular [Music] a given point uh the apollo 12 crew will open the hatch and receive flight 
coveralls and face masks from the decontamination swimmer who will be standing on the floatation collar the 
decontamination swimmer again is lieutenant jenkins the area around the still very gold in color 
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still very gold in color [Music] i broke down my transmitter [Music] command module those three things that 
look like balloons on top are in effect that when it came in with the narrow end underwater they inflated and 
uh since they're attached to the narrow end they rose to the surface and brought the narrow end to the top 
with them [Music] helicopter 66 has gone in and you can see the billy punet descending to the number two 
life raft now containing the decontamination equipment fresh air tanks underwater cameras coveralls and 
respirators for the astronauts probably because of the heavy wind the high wind the the swimmers will 
choose to uh sever the the basket from the from the line until they have been able to unload this basket then 
send it back up the same basket will be used to bring up the astronauts quite soon now 
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helicopter 66 which will be used to retrieve the astronauts and bring them to the deck of this carrier is 
perhaps the most famous helicopter in the world i'm not sure if we had a contest about that it has been used 
to retrieve the astronauts on three previous flights and is being used again it was used on 8 11 11 and 
apparently 8 10 and 11 it uh missed the action on apollo 9 because that was a recovery in the atlantic it's a 
uh we'll tell you more about it later the swimmers now reported that they have the decontamination 
equipment in the raft and will begin that operation what will happen now peter is this the raft will be brought 
up alongside the command module and two men will transfer to wrap one while lieutenant jenky and the 
coveralls and the respirators into the astronauts it will take them three to four minutes to change into those 
garments meanwhile the other swimmers will stand by to be of assistance in the event they are needed the 
astronauts if they are looking out of their hatch may be able to see a sign written under the belly of helicopter 
66 a sign that says welcome home yankee that's a variation of go home yankee and of course refers to the 
name of the command module the yankee clipper i watched the man paint that on the hull of the helicopter 
last night charles he had to lie down on his back like and uh he did a good job this uh this particular 
helicopter which has been used three times before has had two other uh greetings on the painted 
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painted on this bottom which are the first things more or less that the astronauts see when they look up 
through their hatch window uh of course they had welcome home yankee for this one uh the last time at red 
hail columbia and the time before that it had hello dear charlie brown the whale boat has been lowered over 
the side of this ship and there you can see it now proceeding through somewhat heavy seas somewhat peter 
the uh the crew in life jackets this whale boat was involved in a somewhat minor accident earlier when there 
was aman overboard drill on this ship one of the members of the crew the whale boat was rather seriously 
injured and after a day or so aboard the carrier he was flown to a hospital at pearl harbor now you can see 
the decon swimmer lieutenant janky getting onto the flotation collar very soon he should be opening that 
hatch to pass in the coveralls while his companions robertson and nash and posie are are waiting outside in 


the other raft upwind to avoid any contamination to them speaking as we were a moment ago about things 
that are painted on helicopter 66 i think you'll notice when it comes back aboard ship and surely the camera 
will pick it up up at the bow of the helicopter at the front of the helicopter when it left the ship there were three 
little symbols indicating the three apollo astronaut pickups in which it has participated when it returns to the 
ship there will be four painted on the side actually it was painted before it left the ship and covered over with 
paper and the pilot pulled a string and remove the paper so when it comes back it should have four of those 
emblems on the side 
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the swimmer at the command module now is pulling in raft number two which may be just a little difficult in 
the uh in the winds he's fighting he's wearing full scuba gear as are all of the swimmers for a couple of 
reasons it um it will prevent any burns or or injury to them from fuel residue that might be in the water the 
astronauts burned out the residue and their nozzles after the shoots were deployed and flushed out the 
system the rcs system with helium but not fear that some residue may have remained and the oxidizer used 
to power this module nitrogen tetroxide turns on contact with water into nitric acid and is highly caustic one 
thing nasa will want to look at is the condition of that parachute to make sure there are no burns on it from 
acid coming down the pilot of that number 66 helicopter incidentally is the executive officer of the helicopter 
squadron number four which is aboard this ship and he told me that he's been flooded with letters his name 
is warren ought by the way commander warren odd of st louis missouri he says he's been flooded with letters 
from people wanting parts of number 66 as souvenirs but commander ross says he's sorry they want to keep 
66 flying for some time and when its active days are over sunday 6 66 will go to the smithsonian in 
washington where presumably it will hang or set on a pedestal along with lindbergh's plane and the other 
historic aircraft commander odd has been in the navy for 16 years 
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16 years he's been checked out in 20 different kinds of aircraft and he's been uh through a number of 
rehearsals of this one so he knows exactly what uh he's doing the junior officers aboard the ship say that 
they'll give a party for commander ott when his job is completed today but no party for number 66 we might 
mention those other people aboard peter lieutenant junior great glenn casey is the co-pilot the chief in the aft 
section is ken cunningham and uh the second class petty officer with him is abram dominguez now a good 
picture of decon swimmer ernie jenkins we should be catching sight of the astronauts not too long from now i 
haven't heard whether they've actually passed in the garments to them yet i think they probably have and uh 
just some coveralls that they can slip into rather easily and some face masks or breathing devices not to 
protect them but uh to protect the rest of us this time in the extremely unlikely event that they brought 
anything back with them and we want to catch as much of this transmission from the helicopter pilot as we 
can the hatch appears to be [Applause] there's confirmation they have passed in the material open the hatch 
pass it in and close the hatch 
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they'll go through exactly the same procedures as the apollo 11 crew went through and stay isolated in that 
little house trailer affair and then at the receiving laboratory in houston for a total of 21 days from um last 
friday they got back aboard the command module in lincoln [Music] the man says everything appears to be 
going normally you see the man scrambling around the flotation collar there the two life rafts attached to the 
command module the whole complex bobbing around in the ocean i think i have the information on the uh 
conditions maybe somebody can find out for us but this looks like the roughest seas that i've ever seenina 
recovery swell is running seven to nine feet and waves breaking at two or three feet number one many 
friends remember an 18 knot they practiced this recovery yesterday in just about the same conditions and 
we're running about five minutes behind schedule so it's not a major problem it's just an annoyance 
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annoyance apparently had no difficulty no difficulty in opening it once again [Music] [Applause] inside the 
command module [Music] what is the temperature that's 82 degrees right and i'm told that the temperature of 
the water is about the same it's a rather warm bath it's probably going to get warmer it's it's early morning out 
there a little after 10 o'clock i guess spacecraft now 900 yards upwind of spacecraft of the hornet the hornet 
now 900 yards upwind of the yankee clipper you see them scrambling out shortly and the helicopter will 
lower that little cage-like device and bring them up one at a time but there's any particular order for them to 
leave the ship i would expect conrad might be the last he's the commander navy tradition has it the captain is 
the last to leave the craft [Music] there's a very strange drama really being played out at sea here it's 
happened several times before but 


00:48:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=AOwb_4yk-zM&t=2880s 





happened several times before but um still fascinating to watch we don't want to miss any of it golf our 
sponsor has told us not to interrupt anything for a commercial so that we'll see it all you can see now they've 
got the hatch open he's got the hatch [Music] i believe is outside all three astronauts now on the left is 
[Applause] [Music] spacecraft well the commander wasn't the last to leave he was the first to leave maybe 
he'll be the last to go up maybe he won't [Music] trying to close the gate now they don't want water to get 
inside damage anything 
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[Music] well i've got an answer to one question this definitely is the roughest seas of the entire space 
program according to the navy recovery control center in norfolk virginia research staff number one seven 
foot swells perhaps you're secured in all three astronauts now and last one recovery uh one the helicopter 
will move in shortly uh [Music] making the pickups will be made with recovering that our so-called billy q-net 
which the uh 
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the recovery nato billy punet looks much like a hanging chair it's the center of gravity is toward the back and 
has the effect of scooping up you should be lowering it now [Music] and they caught it [Music] and one of 
them is once more airborne [Music] crew members 
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[Music] richard gordon we repeat that last report the first astronaut aboard is commander gordon conditioned 
good we could ask from time to time why they don't try to land these capsules on the earth for two basic 
reasons first and most important is they can make them a lot lighter if they land in the ocean it's a softer 
landing they'd have to make the structures much stronger and heavier if they were to withstand the shock of 
landing on earth on the ground and weight is one of the most important factors in space flight second reason 
is they've got a lot more room in the ocean be a considerable number of miles off target and still have a safe 
landing there were planes stationed as far as 165 miles away from the main recovery area that could have 
dropped these para rescue teams got them secured with the flotation collar and waited for the carrier to 
arrive that's back down in the raft again ready to pick up the second man and he's on his way up it's a lot less 
dangerous too it'd be quite a sight for one of these things to come down the middle of philadelphia 
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come down the middle of philadelphia [Music] they certainly use a lot of different means of transportation in 
the course of one of these things i think you're right let's see [Music] it was me well if conrad is that last 
report the second astronaut aboard commander alan bean he's not the last to leave the craft he's going to be 
the last to leave the raft [Music] their flight lasted 10 days 4 hours 36 minutes and 24 seconds [Music] and 
they've been on the water now almost an hour [Music] the helicopter pilot hasn't said much more than all 
operations normal which is good to hear [Music] 
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what was the last report on the carrier about 600 yards away sometimes you feel very short [Music] 
communications we're hearing um are not from this helicopter it's from another one nearby it has a 
photographer's board it's called a photo helicopter and they should be snaring the basket for transport of 
their final passenger and they'll be appear to have it it doesn't take long to scramble in sitting in there like a 
little canary knowing him he's probably singing well if there was ever a cat bird seat that's it [Music] and so 
we have it and all the strange and exotic ways of traveling are now out of the way and it'll just be a short 
helicopter ride back to the carrier deck and the men will come out and then they go inside that rescue 
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and then they go inside that rescue helicopter one aluminum diner and they spend the remainder of their 21 
days in quarantine so let's let's rejoin nbc news correspondent peter hackess and correspondent charles 
murphy who are aboard the hornet and they can describe the arrival and the activities thereafter and he is 
talking on another radio circuit with doctors and nasa officials aboard this ship describing their condition 
talking about them medically and uh during the few minutes that that takes the helicopter will make a long 
slow lazy circular approach to the deck of this carrier and there you see the four decals the four symbols on 
the nose of number 66 indicating that it has participated and brought back to a carrier deck the occupants of 
three or other four apollo spacecraft if you like to play with numbers these are the well of course you have 66 
you have the number of the aircraft carrier which is cvs number 12. this is apollo 12 and we could go on from 
there well all the astronauts are aboard helicopter 66 and all are in good condition they will be arriving on the 
flight deck in helicopter 66 and two or three minutes as peter hacker said the flight surgeon aboard the 
helicopter dr clarence jernigan needs time to consult with surgeons aboard the carrier about uh 
decontamination procedures about whether they were properly observed if it is decided that they were 
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observed if it is decided that they were properly observed that no one else was contaminated by the 
helicopter will come in and land on spot five just short of elevator number two and the astronauts will go 
below and enter quarantine now if it is decided with that un someone else may have been exposed to the 
possibility of contamination why they those persons uh would have to enter the backup quarantine trailer we 
don't believe of course that that has happened we've just been told that the astronauts are in outstanding 
condition that word coming from helicopter 66 from dr jernica the ship itself is making a turn again it is turning 
directly into the wind now this is necessary otherwise the helicopter without a rotation again on spot nine 
otherwise the air officer of this helicopter commander patch has just advised the flight deck to land helicopter 
66 on spot five that's the spot from which it took off earlier this morning to make this pickup of the apollo 12 
astronauts standing by is a ground crew airedales these men are called by the navy to assist in the [Music] 
bending of the rotor blades back on the helicopter the blades are normally bent back from the cockpit but on 
one of the simulated pickup exercises the cockpit encountered some trouble bending the blades back so it 
has stationed on the flight deck a crew of airedales to stand by and 


01:04:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=AOwb_4yk-zM&t=3842s 





a crew of airedales to stand by and manually move those blades back if necessary the blades have to be 
bent back in order for the helicopter to fit onto the flight elevator the hanger deck is directly below the flight 
deck several hundred sailors out on the flight deck here to see helicopter 66 come in and the mission of 
apollo 12 end among them are 30 members of the ship's band they will play two or three tunes when the 
helicopter sits down and then go below to play for the ceremony that will follow [Music] before going out 
today the crew of helicopter 66 had a stencil painted onto the nose of that ship the fourth emblem of an 
apollo capsule as peter has mentioned this helicopter has picked up the apollo 8 the apollo 10 the apollo 11 
and now the apollo 12 astronauts the 12 apollo astronauts plucked out of the water in the pacific by this one 


helicopter and we can see the apollo 12 emblem it was covered over with paper when the ship went out this 
morning and a string ran from that paper up the side of the nose into the cockpit window commander off after 
picking up conrad the third astronaut lifted from the command module 
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astronaut lifted from the command module yanked that string and tore off the paper we could see a little 
piece of the string still there for the stencil he told me that if the paper didn't come off he was going to reach 
out and pull it off well it's all recovery complete announces the air officer and the helicopter is being secured 
the shocks are being put under the landing gears the engines are being shut down and a man is placing a 
sign right above that apollo envelope that says three more like before it may not be perfect english or 
grammar but it certainly conveys the feeling of the hornet crew here today this is their slogan for this mission 
three more like before [Music] meaning of course the apollo 11 astronauts which this same carrier also 
picked up that sign was attached by chief petty officer richard smith he's in charge of these air day open he's 
from fredericksburg texas which is also the home of a was the home of another famous navy man admiral 
nimitz now commander hawt and his co-pilot lieutenant junior great glenn casey will stay in the cockpit they 
are still on oxygen to avoid any contamination [Music] their two crew members dominguez and cunningham 
by now should have moved forward leaving the astronauts in the aft compartment with dr jernigan before 
coming forward cunningham and dominguez were to have sniffed off their heavy hot biolite biological 
isolation garments their big suits leaving them behind to be decontaminated but 
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but continuing to wear their respirators you can see in the foreground there civilians that these are members 
of the apollo recovery team that came aboard a hornet last night they are waving into the window that is 
jerome hammock the head of recovery for the apollo program for the man faith program and with him is john 
stonecipher the deputy chief of recovery [Music] that's john stonecipher in your own hammock of the nasa 
recovery team the band is playing the naval academy version of anchors away and we can see an astronaut 
waving out the window of the aircraft the little yellow mule that is pulling the helicopter by the way has a sign 
that says beat army that came of course coming up i believe this weekend [Music] james fox the band leader 
look all through his repertory to find a song that contained the word yankee in honor of the yankee clipper 
and this was the only one he could come up with but it seemed regularly 
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up with but it seemed regularly appropriate [Music] down below the hangar deck is [Music] peter [Music] and 
move it [Music] well the the aircraft has been lowered to the hangar deck and is being wheeled now forward 
and turned around it will be pushed back some 200 feet i would estimate alongside the quarantine trailer and 
then the astronauts will exit and we will get a better look at them as they step some 35 to 40 feet to enter the 
trailer they will of course be wearing their respirators and we won't see all of their features but we should be 
able to tell who they are of course we can see someone now you can see the astronauts inside the 
helicopter which is at the moment being towed into position next to the mobile quarantine facility this trailer- 
like object on the hanger 
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this trailer-like object on the hanger deck in which they'll be spending at least the next five days before they 
get to houston a number of uh vips officials have gathered here we'll be telling you about them in a moment 
there you see the helicopter now being backed into position very slowly on the hangar deck which is one 
deck below the flight deck the astronauts still inside the quarantine rules being observed a number of nasa 
officials walking along with the helicopter which is being pushed into position now you see the plastic 
entryway which is rigged up just outside the mobile quarantine facility this has nothing to do actually with the 
arrival of the astronauts this is an anticipation of the arrival of the spacecraft which will be hooked up to it 
here again to preserve the quarantine integrity helicopter 66 being rolled into position in a moment the 


astronauts will be out and on deck some nasa people will move over a small wooden step and here you see 
that step now being moved into place by john stonecipher on the right red spawn holes on the left of the nasa 
recovery team the three astronauts now coming forward and with their respirators on i'll be learned if i can 
tell this received [Music] facility there to be locked up again there's the doctor dr jerichon and randy stone the 
technician inside and they will remain 
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technician inside and they will remain now in quarantine for another 18 days which is the full three weeks 
they count the three-day trip back from the moon as part of that quarantine the helicopter number 66 being 
rolled away from that spot it will be taken back to the light deck where it too will be decontaminated it will be 
filled with formaldehyde gas and then presumably will be the end of all moon plugs if they're already in there 
now you see a picture of the outside door in which the astronaut there's this mission control in houston texas 
uh i expect watching television screens observing the recovery operations they've just seen the astronauts 
disappear inside their own little home where they'll be spending the next several days [Music] and these are 
the marine guards posted outside the mobile quarantine facility the clumsy name they've given for that 
device that the men will be living in the next few days and it has a window at the rear with a curtain over it at 
the moment i suspect they'll grow those curtains in a little while and we'll get a chance to see them without 
the face masks in any event we will be back in just a moment now here is a word from gulf man has walked 
on the moon but do you your children really know how he did it how he got there how his space vehicles 
work or about the universe that man also freely travels have you considered all the new careers that man's 
quest in space has created well much of this has been written but it's spread out like space itself the people 
at gulf who brought you so much space news know that now they have put all of this material 
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now they have put all of this material into this collector's edition called we came in peace it's a permanent 75- 
page book with full color illustrations we came in peace tells you the full story of one of man's greatest 
accomplishments clearly simply completely i can tell you as a man who's been associated with another end 
of space that i've learned things from this book since your name isn't rod serling just think of all that you can 
learn from we came in peace buy your copy of any participating golf station for one dollar so the three 
astronauts conrad gordon and bean have completed their journey to the moon and back they're landing in 
the pacific they've been recovered they're safely aboard the carrier hornet in the pacific they're inside their 
trailer where they will be undergoing a preliminary physical examination during the next few minutes by dr 
clarence jernigan the man in the orange colored suit you saw follow them into the trailer and the other one 
was andy stone he as an aerospace technician but with uh some kendra he says he's actually chief cook and 
bottle washer uh we'll be back in a moment now it's time for a station break nbc news will continue with its 
color coverage of apollo 12 in a few moments after this pause for station identify from the moment he was 
born my nine-year-old was mr fussy breakfast he never heard of it now he runs to breakfast because he has 
to have his tang why because the astronauts drink tang in outer space it tastes good has energy up to here 
vitamin c up to here okay i had help fine as long as he gets his nourishment did you garfinkel today [Music] in 
a top coat [Music] 
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[Music] channel 4 washington hello this is ben crosby telling you that in case of emergency this emblem 
medic alert worn as a bracelet or necklace can save your life now if you have a hidden medical problem or 
an acute allergy to drugs protect yourself help others to protect you by wearing the medic alert emblem 
which carries an engraved warning on your special health problems write to medical alerts turlock t-u-r-l-o-c- 
k california for information or an application plan medical alert turlock california a non-profit charitable 
organization nbc news continues with its color coverage of apollo 12 brought to you by gulf oil producers of 
more and better energy from oil here once again is frank mcgee well this crew has not had the best of all 
possible luck with weather on this flight it was launched through a rain cloud and uh either created or 


attracted lightning which struck it once or twice on its way up and coming down ten days and four hours later 
in the pacific the seas were rough and the skies were overcast but we were quite fortunate and got some 
good pictures of them during their re-entry just where all this was jim hearts will now explain okay thank you 
frank we were going to try to do this beforehand but we were getting such uh remarkable pictures that we 
didn't get a chance to come over here this is a map of the pacific area pangopango hawaii is about 1200 
miles north and if you want to get a map out the area where they landed was about 16 degrees south and 
165 degrees west and this array here shows you the main recovery force the carrier at the time was 
steaming south so we'll turn around that way it was five miles north of the landing point these were the two 
planes that were out 165 miles uprange and down range the approach of the craft was this direction and the 
helicopters that you saw this was the prime recovery helicopter 
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was the prime recovery helicopter uh this little plane stands for one that was circling around directing the 
operations the photographic helicopter and the backup helicopters so this is the area again the track coming 
in this way and we want to go back and play a little bit of the videotape for you of the splashdown because 
we had such remarkable pictures beautiful weather that color was amazing and uh describing it we're nbc 
news correspondent peter hackes and correspondent charles murphy with its three parachutes in the 
morning sun here in mid-pacific we couldn't ask for a better view if we're lucky we will also be close enough 
to get a good picture of the splashdown which now is about two or three minutes away the astronauts have 
just made a radio report they say all is okay all is okay the first astronaut radio report received here aboard 
ship where's gary the helicopters are on station in position we will be seeing them very shortly and the 
operation for recovery which is very complicated but very much rehearsed one of the helicopter pilots told me 
he thought he could do it in his sleep they've gone over it so many times and they have done it in the 
darkness they've done it in rough seas calm seas so they really should be able to do it there you see 
splashdown apollo 12 has ended its flight to the moon and has returned to the mid-pacific now it's up to the 
ship to speed up as we said there's a short uh a brief sprinkle of showers here aboard ships this was 
forecast this will be no problem i'm sure hello al are you going to keep this now is in stable two that is to say 
it has tipped nose over now within the next 
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tipped nose over now within the next five or eight minutes there will be no radio contact with the spacecraft 
because of the fact that with its nose over its antenna is so that was it the splashdown at 3 58 p.m eastern 
standard time almost to the second one hour later they were on the carrier and now they have gone inside a 
mobile quarantine facility where they're being examined by positions and in a few moments we expect them 
to come to the little door there and a microphone to be set up and we expect to hear from them so we'll be 
back with more coverage of the apollo 12 splashdown and recovery after this from gulf cow is a chinese 
character means high or supreme foo means rich or resourceful food in hong kong these symbols stand for 
gulf and hong kong oil a supremely resourceful company [Music] 
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to hong kong oil imagination is what counts building service stations where there's always traffic and a 
station that finds its own traffic where the customers float floating to them with the fuels they need keeping up 
a kerosene business while building up an Ip gas system working hard and growing cow full golf for whatever 
work there is to be done there's now about 16 and a half minutes past five in the east and uh in about 15 
minutes or so we expect a telephone call from president nixon in washington to the crew of apollo 12 aboard 
the carrier hornet in the south pacific and i was watching the clock at the time that the helicopter was landing 
on the deck of the carrier and they announced that the recovery had been completed and if i'm right and i 
think i am it was almost a second one hour even from the time they touched down in the water until the time 
they touched down on the carrier we mentioned a while ago they haven't had the best of all possible weather 
just getting this crew launched on november 14th required a very difficult decision for walter caprian who was 


the launch director for the first time a bad weather as you recall had moved into cape kennedy and president 
nixon as well as hundreds of other notables were there huddled under umbrellas but a weather plane gave a 
favorable report and the meteorological instruments of cape kennedy said there was no lightning in the 
launch area not for many miles so exactly on schedule at 11 22 a.m apollo 12 set off on its journey for the 
moon from the misty passion sequence start six five four three two one zero all engines running commit 
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two one zero all engines running commit liftoff we have liftoff 11 22 a.m eastern standard time pete conrad 
reports that your program is in tower clear program and this baby is really going roll complete roger pete lost 
the platform gang i don't know what happened here we had everything in the world dropped out roger 12 
houston try to reset your fuel cells out good staging and good thrust on the second stage here i don't know 
what happened uh i'm not sure you get hit by lightning there you heard it for the first time conrad saying he 
wasn't sure they had not been hit by lightning the spacecraft's electrical systems were shut down for several 
seconds and the pulse rates of the three men rose to 150 per minute which is understandable nevertheless 
mission controllers seem skeptical about conrad's suggestion that apollo 12 had actually been hit by lightning 
but this film proves there was an electrical discharge on the pad about 36 seconds after liftoff a nasa 
cameraman was positioned to record liftoff and its lens was set to the mount of light which would be created 
by the ignition of the saturn v first stage engine then the picture faded to blackness as the saturn roared off 
fortunately however the camera was left running and caught a sudden flash the lightning or electrical 
discharge lasted about 1 20th of a second now here is that flash made from a 
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now here is that flash made from a single frame of that film the experts can and doubtless will argue whether 
it was natural lightning or not or whether it was the same flash that conrad saw or what caused it but he 
certainly saw something and in retrospect some people are saying it was a mistake to launch in such 
weather conditions here with more on that subject is john dancing in houston frank there are there are 
mission rules written for every mission the rules in effect spell out the capability of the spacecraft to fly the 
capability of the spacecraft and its system and they say that if these conditions prevail we will launch if these 
conditions prevail we will not launch well there were mission rules for this mission and they said that if uh if 
there was no lightning around uh if the pressure gradient was such that uh that you could go ahead then you 
could go ahead with the launch the mission rules which had been written up well in advance of the mission 
said okay go ahead and launch but the thing that haunts the people who try to foresee every possible every 
foreseeable incident is that they will overlook something and apparently that is what happened this time what 
they overlooked was a potential electric difference between earth and the clouds above you know there's no 
lightning around there's a potential electric difference existing there and between the clouds on top and the 
earth below and anytime you have that potential difference you can in theory get a spark sort of like like 
sticking a screwdriver into a light socket when the when the rocket rose on this ionized trail it created a 
contact between these two potential differences and apparently that is what happened now what does that 
mean for the future well it means obviously that you don't want to launch in that kind of weather you want to 
take a more careful look at it there's also such thing as as clear day lightning lightning that can exist when 
you have these these potential differences even on a very clear day so it's not just particularly a cloudy day 
that there will they will worry about 


01:30:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=AOwb_4yk-zM&t=5400s 





will they will worry about it's likely that there will be some changes in the mission rules or possibly in the 
spacecraft and certainly an attempt to find some better way of measuring this potential either in the clouds or 
in the in a clear sky there's also a good possibility that we might very well go back to the old mercury system 
of launching only on the most perfect of days that was done of course because of the photographic 
requirements but this one would be done for the safety of the spacecraft and the crew frank thank you john of 
course there were lingering concerns throughout the mission as to what equipment aboard the spacecraft if 


any might have been damaged and how severely by the lightning or the electricity whatever may have 
caused it and so far as we know at this time nothing was damaged you heard conrad in that little uh tape that 
was paid a while to go reading off all the things that flash warning lights when the electricity hit the uh hit the 
rocket and uh one of the things that they were immediately concerned with was the platform which is part of 
their guidance system they were able to realign that once they got into orbit and got on the dark side they 
could line up some stars and things like that and got it back into operation brought the fuel cells back on 
which provide their electrical energy brought those back on almost immediately but the concern did continue 
subdued but it was there until the re-entry and splashed down today because uh they couldn't be absolutely 
certain that perhaps the the parachute mechanism might have been affected by the electrical discharge but 
again so far as we know at this point nothing was damaged and certainly the flight was a success we'll be 
back in just a moment now here's a word from golf [Music] today we're going into the valley [Music] death 
valley 
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[Music] there's been a water shortage here for millions of years you can find water in a few spots but most of 
it is bad water brackish full of mineral salts not fit to drink the gang is here to drink it [Music] golf general 
atomic has been working on a process called reverse osmosis this is a roca unit reverse osmosis called 
atomic it turns the bad water into better water than you might get from your kitchen sponsors [Music] right 
now hundreds of millions of gallons of brackish water are lying idle in our country gulf general atomic people 
are already developing giant rogue units that can make this bad water good water simply and economically 
because someday soon we're going to need it golf for whatever work there is to be done we're expecting 
confirmation in the next few minutes five six maybe ten minutes that all the lines have been lashed up and 
that uh president nixon from washington will um have a phone conversation with the crew of apollo 12 
aboard the carrier hornet in the south pacific uh last night while they were still coming back from the moon 
and uh better than a hundred thousand 
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and uh better than a hundred thousand miles above the earth the astronauts engaged in a news conference 
which i suppose was the first of its kind that distance what had actually happened with the reporters who'd 
covered the flight and who were still at mission control or around mission control in houston submitted a 
number of questions and these were all screened by groupock reporters and the reporters themselves 
decided which questions were best and then they were sent up to the astronauts read up to them in exactly 
the way that the reporters had worded them and they answered a number of them and during that news 
conference with the ground uh the astronauts discussed the color and the texture and the general 
appearance of some of the lunar surface that they gathered up for the geologists to study and brought back 
home with them it went like this three different kinds of soil yesterday that was a i guess what i want to say a 
subjective thing because the colors were all the same it appeared that soil was firmer than other soil it's a 
matter of which we can't get to it uh the ground [Music] 
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[Music] have to look for texture and fracture and uh a lot of other things that lay the atm opening differences 
in the fox now the two containers of moon rocks and lunar surface material that they collected will be taken 
off of the command module as soon as it gets aboard the carrier if it hasn't gotten aboard already and will be 
flown back to houston almost immediately uh due to you to arrive there sometime tomorrow afternoon among 
the scientific experiments left behind on the moon by the crew was a seismometer which got its first real 
workout after conrad and bean had rejoined got gordon in the command module and the limb was slammed 
back into the moon 
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limb was slammed back into the moon well the crash of the limb on the moon created a series of 
reverberations that lasted at least a half an hour i think i heard later longer than that and all of this has 
puzzled the scientists at the manned spacecraft center nbc news correspondent john vancie is now going to 
discuss that part of the flight with dr gary latham of lamont laboratory and there at our center in houston john 
frank i guess uh dr lython has been puzzling over that doctor what sort of theory have you come up with for 
those reverberations might be interesting first to take a quick look at that reverberation which has us all 
rather mystified the signal began over here you can see it build up very gradually over a period of about 
seven minutes and then decrease very slowly over a period of about 55 minutes total duration the signal 
appears just as a black line but it actually corresponds to motion of the lunar surface of the order perhaps 
one millionth of an inch a little less than that well i guess what everybody is asking what all the planets are 
after and why did it do that it doesn't do that on earth it does not do that on earth that's that of that we're 
certain it certainly is outside the range of our experience here on earth and uh we were extremely amazed as 
it rolled in that it lasted so long that it took so long to build up and have been examining every possible and 
and for the most part improbable hypothesis for the structure which would do that uh one possibility is that 
it's not lunar structure tall but that it triggered a landslide the duration of a landslide that would do this 
however is is has to be so long it seems to us as to be improbable also about the best we can do at this point 
and and a hypothesis which i've sketched here is that we trapped energy in a debris or rubble layer which 
exists 
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in a debris or rubble layer which exists beneath the maori region between the impact and the seismometer 
location now we're looking at this from the side as you would see a cutaway view of the moon here i've 
shown the impact location with seismic energy radiating outward and on the top a layer which i've called 
solid which is the married material you see at the surface of the moon a layer of debris which has 
presumably been ejected from the huge imbrium impact which uh geologists consider occurred many many 
millions of years ago and another sort of layer below which is hypothetical but believed to exist also solid 
energy which was formed here would have been trapped in this layer according to our hypothesis and would 
have bounced up and down in this fashion as shown by this line and reverberated within that layer very much 
as a within an echo chamber the seismometer at this location would have recorded that signal and its 
reverberation for a very very long time now the difficulty with that and the and the aspect of it which is so 
mystifying is that on earth such materials have very very low q that is they they tend to damp seismic energy 
very very rapidly whereas this material appears to propagate seismic energy in a manner which would uh 
which would take almost a fewer quartz crystal our feeling now is that we're going to have to reassess our 
understanding of the nature in which waves are damped and to study the the way in which fluids and solids 
and trapped within the material affects those fancy why i don't think this we've quite gotten to the to the point 
of why this would happen this way on the moon and not on earth well the peculiar uh structural uh features 
that we run 
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uh structural uh features that we run into here are not uh have at least not very uh frequent counterparts on 
earth i can in my experience uh think of a place where we would find a solid over a thick rubble layer 
underlain by another solid material that's the first aspect of it and if we did we would certainly not obtain a 
signal this character at all have you ever seen a signal like this on one of your seismograph i've seen signals 
of this sort john uh when we're recording explosions in oceans as recorded on hydrophones so that uh and 
that's about the only place i've seen tough signals does does this phenomena have anything to do with the 
fact that uh there is a vacuum on the moon we feel that it very likely does the mechanism of attenuation or 
the way in which seismic energy is damped is not well understood maybe we can maybe we can hold this up 
again just to illustrate how long this went on now what is the difference between this sort of a this sort of a 
wave or diagram and what you would normally get on earth first of all this is one hour in duration on earth we 
would see a very sharp large arrival in this area the biggest arrival on the record very likely would have 
occurred right here when we first saw energy then a quiescent period and then a large wave which 


propagates along the surface of the body and the whole signal would have probably lasted a minute 
something like a minute one sixtieth of the signal we've seen here you were talking about you were talking 
about the fact that you have a hard vacuum uh on the moon what what effect does that have well it means 
that there is uh almost complete absence of fluids and gases within the materials and we have little 
experience here on earth uh with that with media of that nature certainly the flu the materials we're dealing 
with in propagation of seismic waves in the 
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propagation of seismic waves in the earth uh are contain a great deal of such materials gases and fluids and 
we now feel that this must be responsible for the way in which waves are damped as they propagate i think 
we're going to we have here evidence that uh that will be a fundamental value to the study of of media and 
the way in which they react to seismic waves uh in hard vacuum in contrast to the presence of such fluids dr 
lython we've you've got a lot of mysteries out of apollo 11 and now you have a new one out of 12. thank you 
very much thank you frank thank you that's what they wanted that's why they slammed the lamb into it to see 
what it would do and now that they have uh some readings they're not quite sure what it says yet but they 
must have time to study these things and come up with some hypotheses if not absolute answers i expect 
they'll be pouring over those things for many many months oh we'll be back in just a moment still anticipating 
that telephone call from president nixon now here is a word from consider the care and feeding of a motor 
vehicle city buses like diesel fuel [Music] little fellas take economy gasoline folks in the middle go for regular 
and powerful cars use premium [Music] but a car that knocks needs golf no knocks no knox is a special 
premium with additives that stop cars from knocking imagine what no knox 
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cars from knocking imagine what no knox can do for a car that doesn't knock try a little and see uh we 
mentioned a while ago that last night i think it was about 8 30 eastern time there was a news conference with 
the astronauts who were still in the command module well above the earth and one of the recommendations 
the crew was asked what recommendations it would make for changing uh flights or procedures in the future 
and one of the things they suggested was that the period of actual outside the spacecraft operations on the 
surface of the moon the thing they call eva or extravehicular activity be extended they were limited on this 
one to three and a half hours by schedule they were extended to four hours in real time the one on apollo 11 
i think was only two and a half hours they feel that a man given a chance for rest and food and water can do 
a good eight hour day of work on the lunar surface with with no spraying and they suggested that by 
extending that period rather than having more periods of shorter duration say three ba's or four hours each 
maybe have one of eight and then later another of eight that they can get more work done because they 
don't have to spend so much time getting into and out of all the suits and gear that are connected with that 
kind of activity so that's a recommendation i'm sure we'll be given considerable weight by the mission 
planners in the future since the crew feels they can do it we're still waiting for the phone call from president 
nixon we're going to return downrange to the hornet for pictures where i believe the uh command module 
itself the yankee clipper is about to be brought aboard or is in the process of being brought aboard the hornet 
you can see the men still writing it here it's pretty self-explanatory that green stuff in the back if you're 
watching television in color is the dye marker that helps them spot the uh the thing from the air and in its own 
way this um command module is as valuable to the um people who plan these missions as the crew's 
briefing or debriefing 
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crew's briefing or debriefing they will go over this thing inch by inch outside and inside and all the equipment 
that's in it to see how it has fared and see if any changes in design should be made frank a while ago while 
you were talking about the possibility of lighting having struck the spacecraft on uh friday i believe it was 
when they were rendezvousing without the dock through their docking procedure i believe it was conrad from 
the limb as they were flying in formation there he stopped the rendezvous procedure for a moment he said 


he wanted to take a look at the umbilical now this is an array of cables and plumbing and everything which 
runs from the service module the round long structure on the back of the command module to the command 
module it's about two feet long about six or eight inches high and about 18 inches wide and it's protected by 
a cover and all the cabling and water and electricity and everything needed from the command module to the 
service module runs through that array and he said it was blackened or it looked like it was blackened and he 
went up they flew up a few feet took some 16 millimeter pictures of it the way the sun angle was he was not 
positive that it was actually a burn mark but they took some pictures and they'll bring those back and analyze 
them and perhaps from that be able to determine more accurately exactly what happened there at launch but 
that i don't think we'll be able to see you on this no well we'll be back in just a moment now it's time for a 
station break nbc news will continue with its color coverage of apollo 12 in a few moments after this pause 
for station identification 
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this is so these men aboard the hornet in the south pacific are towing and it looks like what it is a device not 
for this world the command module of the apollo 12 
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these men aboard the hornet in the south pacific are towing and it looks like what it is a device not for this 
world the command module of the apollo 12 toward the hornet where it will be brought aboard bobbing 
around in the blue waters the men riding the flotation collars the crew on deck hauling on a line to bring it 
near i suspect an elevator or a crane that will hoist it on board for minute and detailed study part of the post- 
flight analysis of the flight of apollo 12. nbc news continues with its color coverage of apollo 12 brought to 
you by golf oil producers of more and better energy from oil and here once again is frank mcgee well the 
thing that took them to the moon or to the vicinity of the moon and brought them back is bobbing around on 
the water the crew all three members are on board the hornets uh inside their quarantine facility where 
excuse me within a few moments now we expect they'll be receiving a telephone call from president nixon in 
the white house and it's our understanding that we will not be able to see the crew uh during this call but that 
could be changed those things frequently are and this is the this is the trailer i'm sure they don't like to have it 
called a trailer but that's what it looks like 
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and they're inside they have everything they need to survive in there food water place to sleep place to bathe 
medical facilities and there they are they've lowered the shade [Music] they are wearing their traditional 
baseball cap with scrambled eggs on the feet commander conrad here yes sir we're all on the phone well i'm 
just delighted to have this opportunity to welcome you back and i only wish that uh i could be out there for the 
splashdown uh we all went with you on television i don't i can't say that i followed every bit of it but uh i can 
assure you that millions here in the united states and around the world were watching and uh i am just 
tremendously proud personally and speaking also representing the american people of what you've done as 
you know before you took off we talked on the phone that night and i invited you and your wives to come to 
the white house for dinner and i just want to be sure you can make that date sir we'll be there fine well we'll 
expect to see you after you get out of quarantine and now there's one other thing i think i should tell you that 
uh i've noticed that you've been responsible for several firsts you weren't the first on the moon but you were 
the i think uh commander conrad you were the first to sing from the moon right right i guess those are that's 
right and it was the 
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it was the also we've had the first moon quake as a result of uh your flight and the first press conference from 
outer space uh now after all of those firsts i think that the nation wants some recognition and i've been trying 
to think of what would be the best way to recognize you and over these past 10 days i've noticed that walter 
cronkite and the other commentators are always referring to you as commander conrad commander gordon 


and commander bean and i exercising my prerogative as commander-in-chief of the armed forces have 
decided that you should be promoted and that from this day forth you shall be captain conrad and captain 
gordon and captain bean congratulations congratulations thank you mr president thank you very much we 
look forward to seeing you thank you very much sir well that was the the president talking with the astronauts 
and undoubtedly passing along some welcome news or passing along some news that was undoubtedly 
welcome the three of them had been commanders until a moment ago and now they're all captains and 
clearly quite happy about it keep uh keep congratulating each other i'm sure they i don't know who they might 
be talking to now but i think i saw the president hang up the phone as a matter of fact i'm sure i did but the 
way this phone call is made the president owns mission control in houston and there the call is relayed to the 
hornet by radio perhaps they're talking to somebody some of the fellows in mission control when we head 
down but otherwise everybody's just fine and they're 
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everybody's just fine and they're talking to dr thomas payne administrators well you know they got the new 
motto now fly with nasa we get you there and get you back on time that's that's correct we go in any kind of 
weather anywhere hey we're all real pleased about your promotions congratulations thank you very much sir 
that's a wonderful thing for the president to do yes sir i'll i won't hang online now because i know you want to 
talk to your family but i i certainly want to appreciate the i wanted to send the appreciation of all of us here in 
nasa for the tremendous job that you did for all of us and uh the scientists are extremely excited about the 
results they're coming back they're looking forward to getting at that 90 pounds the samples you brought and 
every one of us is just tickled the desk for that mac this is a job you did so thanks a lot fellas now we enjoyed 
it sir it was our pleasure thank you dr payne we sure did we were proud to represent the country on the move 
believe me why well i look forward to seeing you out youth in a few days have a good thanksgiving mqs good 
night and then one well they've completed their phone conversation with the president and with dr payne 
administrator of nasa and now as i think is fitting they've drawn the curtain and will talk privately with their 
families there are some ceremonies scheduled aboard the carrier uh you can see that the command module 
has now been brought aboard and uh to the extent that we can we'll cover those ceremonies for you 


END 


